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Abstract 

A method and apparatus for detecting and transmitting 
voice signals in a packet voice network system. The method and 
apparatus make use of a voice activity detection (VAD) unit at 
5 a transmitter, for determining if an input signal contains 
active audio information or passive audio information, where 
the input signal includes a plurality of frames. For one or 
more frames of the input signal containing active audio 
information, the VAD computes a hangover time period. This 

10 computation includes determining whether the hangover time 
period has a fixed duration or a variable duration on the basis 
of characteristics of the active audio information contained in 
the one or more frames. When the VAD detects a frame 
containing passive audio information subsequent to the one or 

15 more frames containing active audio information, the input 
signal is suppressed after the expiry of the computed hangover 
time period from the detection of the passive audio 
information . 
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